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A rare bit of good news?

https://www.transportenvironment.org/sites/te/files/publications/2020_10_TE_Car_CO2_report_final.pdf

• Significant drop in average new car emissions in 
the first half of 2020

• EVs could account for up to 10% of sales in some 
months, rising further in 2021

• Factors:
• Rush by car manufacturers to meet their EU targets
• Drop in car sales overall due to CV19

• Longer term outlook, though, not as rosy …



What do car/van adopters need?

• Strong, clear and stable policy signals

• Reasons not to own an ICE (Sticks!)

• Comparative information on total costs

• Charging where they live

• A network of rapid charge points

Range anxiety is real –
although 80% of daily 
distances might be 
‘within range’ – the 
longer distance, 
infrequent journeys 
disproportionately 
shape car adoption 
decisions



“Consumers are not the problem.

The problem is that they are treated as 
a problem.”

(Anable, all the time)

Whose responsibility is it?



Action Areas for local authorities

Charging 
Infrastructure

Data to target on-
street charging

Allow residents to 
request a charge 

point

Supply and 
improve 

resilience of 
public rapid 

charging network

Adapt planning 
guidance

Trial smart 
charging

Energy Savings 
Trust On-Street 

Residential 
Charge point 

scheme

Raising 
awareness

Tailored LOCAL 
information

Working with 
specific user 

groups (eg Taxis)

‘Try before you 
buy’

Tap in to the 
enthusiasm of 
early adopters

Create EV 
Stakeholder 

Group

Climate Group EV 
100 initiative

Local 
incentives

Ultra Low 
emission zones

Privileged parking 
and access (*time 

limited)
Car club support

Develop a Zero 
Emission Tourism 

offering

Own Fleets Retrofitting waste 
recycling vehicles

Fleet replacement 
programme

Green 
procurement



Best practice examples

https://urbanforesight.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/HITRANS_ELECTRIC_VEHICLE_STRATEGY.pdfhttps://www.local.gov.uk/leeds-fleet-transition-zero-emission-home-charging

https://urbanforesight.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/HITRANS_ELECTRIC_VEHICLE_STRATEGY.pdf
https://www.local.gov.uk/leeds-fleet-transition-zero-emission-home-charging
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The main trade-off

There are two main options 
to reduce transport 
emissions:
1. Get rid of petrol and diesel 

vehicles
2. Reduce the amount that 

these vehicles are used

The sooner we do #1,
the less we have to do #2

But #1 is less in your 
control and will play a 
minimal role by 2030
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Norway Leads on Sales of Electric Cars
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But Notice the Time Lag (Norway)
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If this was an emergency, 
we would no longer allow 
petrol and diesel cars in the 
centre of our towns and 
cities, especially not 
oversized ones … 
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There is no such thing a zero 

emissions vehicle …

• There will still be particulate 
emissions from tyres, brakes 
and road-wear

• + from the building and 
extraction of roads, rare earth 
metals and other resources


